
“Clara” and Barb Dayton Leters 
 

Notes on leters: 

 

This file contains copies of two leters (there are two different copies of each) 

1. Leter writen by Barb Dayton to her kids in 1971.  I screen shoted the picture from my 
Kindle purchase of the book. I also have the paperback book.  These are used for 
research purposes and not for financial gain. 

2. The same leter from Barb, but transcribed into MS Word, using typewriter font, and 
with spelling errors noted. 

3. Leter writen by “Clara” to Max Gunther in 1982.  Screen shot from his book.  The 
Clara leter is writen on smaller paper than the standard 8x11.  Note Clara’s use of 
hyphens at the end of sentences as well as no spelling errors.  This indicates a qualified 
typist. 

4. The same leter from Clara transcribed. 

 

The reasons for the transcrip�ons are to be able to load these into so�ware programs (I will 
explain those later). 

Even someone with no analy�cal training will be able to take these leters and compare the 
wri�ng style and grammar as well as view the presenta�on of these leters on paper. 

  



 

Leter from Barb Dayton to her children 1971. 
Source: The Legend of D.B. Cooper by Pat and Ron Forman 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Same Leter from Barb Dayton to her children 1971 (transcribed with original spelling errors). 
Source: The Legend of D.B. Cooper by Pat and Ron Forman 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leter from Clara to Ralph Himmelsbach 1982 
Source: DB Cooper: What Really Happened by Max Gunther 

 

  



Same Leter from Clara to Ralph Himmelsbach 1982 (transcribed) 
Source: DB Cooper: What Really Happened by Max Gunther 

 
 

Mr. Ralph Himmelsbach  December 19, 1982 
1325 Valley View Drive  
Westland, Oregon 97068  
 
Dear Mr. Himmelsbach:  
 

I recently talked with Max Gunther.  He said 
you are anxious to talk with me and gave me 
your assurances about my privacy and safety.  

 
I am sure you are sincere, Mr. Himmelsbach. 

However, I could not stand a barrage of quest- 
ions from the FBI, family and friends. 

 
Max tells me you are not convinced that my 

story is true.  This saddens me, although I un- 
derstand.  I wish I could convince you. I ass- 
ure you it is true. My memory for events ten 
years ago may not be perfect, of course.  And 
maybe “Dan Cooper” had his own reasons for giv- 
ing me some false details of his early life or 
the hijacking. But the story I told Max was 
true as far as I know it. 

 
Your witnesses are wrong on at least one 

Point.  “Dan” did not wear loafers, he wore 
heavy, walking shoes.  He may have been audac- 
ious but was not dumb.  Loafers would’ve been 
dumb, wouldn’t they?  Since he knew he was go- 
ing to parachute and walk in the wilderness.  At 
any rate, I clearly remember helping him to take 
off his shoe so that we could see his hurt foot.  

 
It is important to me to see the story told 

in the right way.  Yes, “Dan” committed a crime,  
but he was a good man, really.  We all have some 
larceny in our hearts, don’t we?  

 
A very merry Christmas to you and yours,  

Mr. Himmelsbach.  And a new year full of joy.  
 

Very sincerely, 
 

cc: Max Gunther       Clara 


